
 
Main Floor Lahm Ridge Tower 
P.O. Box 95 
Yellowknife, NT   X1A 3C9 
Phone: 867-765-0961  FAX: 867-765-0963 
 
Zoe Raemer 
Acting Regional Director General 
Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada 
P.O. Box 1500 
Yellowknife, NT 
X1A 3C9 
 
July 20th, 2012 
 
 
RE: Inspection Snap Lake Mine 
 
Dear Ms. Raemer, 
 
SLEMA has been concerned for some time about the diminishing frequency of 
inspections of the Snap Lake Mine and the increased burden on the mine inspector.  
 
From 2007 to 2011, AANDC  provided a dedicated inspector for Snap Lake, with 
inspection frequencies of approximately one inspection per month. The inspections were 
thorough and reports were issued promptly. For the last year the inspector appears to 
have been assigned to other mines (Ekati and Diavik) with an increased number of files 
and workload.  This is causing a delay in the reporting and has caused the frequency of 
inspections at Snap Lake to decline precipitously.  
 
SLEMA would like to see a return to dedicated inspectors to each of the mines and a 
return of monthly inspections. A  dedicated inspector is an authority on that mine. 
returning to frequent inspections, ensures that issues are dealt with in a timely fashion 
and do not compound or linger on indefinitely.    
 
Given the water management issues that Snap Lake has had over the last year, SLEMA 
feels that it would be prudent to return to the previous inspection structure.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Johnny Weyallon  
Chairperson 


